
To be eligible for the Dr. Seymour Galina Scholarship, 
a student must:
• �Be a third-year student member (class of 2027) in 

good standing in the American Optometric Student 
Association (AOSA) and the AOA;

• Be a student in good academic standing;
• �Submit a paper, written in English, not to exceed 1,500 

words on the following topic:

Qualities I have developed through my financial 
planning/work experience during and/or before 
optometry school, that I believe will be most useful to 
me in a professional optometric practice.

$2,500 
Student 
Scholarship
A $2,500 scholarship established  
at the bequest of the late  
Dr. Seymour Galina, longtime 
American Optometric Association 
(AOA) member, will be awarded to 
an optometry student who meets 
the criteria below and whose paper 
is judged to be the best essay 
submitted to the AOA Foundation,  
in accordance with the criteria  
that follows.

2026 Dr. Seymour 
Galina Scholarship

The application link will open on aoafoundation.org/our-
programs/student-scholarships starting Wednesday, 
September 10, 2025. Please submit materials to the AOA 
Foundation by Monday, November 3, 2025. The winner 
will be announced in January 2026.

aoafoundation.org/our-programs/ 
student-scholarships

Administered by the AOA Foundation

3rd Year 1,500 1-2026  

Winner 
Announced

Word 
Essay

Student
(class of 2027) 

Attention 
Third Year 
Students!

The mission of the AOA Foundation is to empower the optometric profession in providing awareness and access to health and vision care for the public.

243 N. Lindbergh Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63141
aoafoundation.org
foundation@aoa.org 


